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Dear Friends

Welcome.We are a mountain resort set in a wilderness area of the “little berg”. It has 
been our mission to conserve this valley and maintain its pristine state. Insects, arachnids, 
reptiles and some rodents are part of the whole eco-system and for this reason we 
do not exterminate all creepy crawlies. In particular, our Thatch Mites, which appear as 
little red worms, live in the thatch and are constantly appearing in the rooms.They are 
dpnqmfufmz ibsnmftt boe ibwf bo bgûojuz gps fnquz cfet/ Qmfbtf dbmm vt up sfnpwf uifn 
jg zpv ûoe uifn b qspcmfn/ Jo psefs opu up buusbdu puifs üzjoh jotfdut- ju jt bewjtbcmf up 
switch off all lights when leaving the room.

The Drakensberg is the provider of water for a large part of our country and our water 
vtf boe fgüvfou bsf dpotuboumz npojupsfe cz uif bvuipsjujft/ Jo bo fggpsu up sfevdf uif 
amount of detergent in our waste water we only change towels when requested, so 
please bundle them up and place the towels in the bath or shower when new ones 
are needed.

Our hot water is centrally heated with heat-pumps. A circulation pump operates during 
peak drawing periods. If you have a shower outside of these times the hot water will 
ublf vq up 21 njovuft up dpnf uispvhi/ Qmfbtf opuf uibu bmm xbufs dpnft pgg uif 
mountain and is recycled through ponds and reed beds to go back on to the mountain 
and is not wasted.

Watch the Notice Board for daily activities. Every morning two hikes leave the front 
lawn to one of the many beauty spots on The Cavern Reserve – please sign up at the 
Notice Board.

For your safety, please complete the register at Reception when walking without a 
guide. Comfortable, good-tread walking shoes are recommended. Always ensure you 
have ample warm clothing for cold or wet weather as the Berg can be unpredictable. 
Qspufdujpo gspn uif tvo jt wjubm í tvo dsfbnt boe befrvbuf ifbe qspufdujpo tipvme cf 
xpso/ Esjol qmfouz pg üvjet bmxbzt fotvsjoh zpv bsf befrvbufmz izesbufe/

Should you have any queries please call at Reception or the Activities Desk.
We wish you a pleasant stay.
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We are blessed with some of the most magnificent trekking and hiking trails in 
the region.All hikes are along walking paths with undulating terrain. 

ACTIVITIES 

THE GARDENS 

WIFI 
INTERNET 

NON-SMOKING 

The Activities Desk is open from 07h30 each morning. 
Consult the Notice Board about daily guided morning hikes 
and horse rides. Equipment for tennis, bowls and games can be 
hired from the desk. MTB and Trail running passes can be 
purchased from Reception. 

The terraced gardens reflect the history of the hotel - with 
a mix of English country garden plants, famous South African 
indigenous plants like C/ivia miniata, which do not naturally 
occur in the mountains but grow beautifully in the shade 
of the pine trees, along with Azaleas.All new introductions into 
the gardens are plants found in the Drakensberg and Lesotho 
which are famous around the world, but little known to South 
African gardeners.Take a garden walk, plants of interest have 
been marked. 

WiFi is located in the main lounge, games room and 
conference room. Password: *cavern* 

Please note that all our rooms are non-smoking. For smokers 
ash trays are provided outside the Cave Bar: 
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Xf bsf cmfttfe xjui tpnf pg uif nptu nbhojûdfou usflljoh boe ijljoh usbjmt jo uif 
region. All hikes are along walking paths with undulating terrain.

ACTIVITIES	 The Activities Desk is open from 07h30 each morning. Consult the 
		  Notice Board about daily guided morning hikes and horse rides. 
		  Equipment for tennis, bowls and games can be hired from the desk. 
		  MTB and Trail running passes can be purchased from Reception.

UIF HBSEFOT 	 Uif ufssbdfe hbsefot sfüfdu uif ijtupsz pg uif ipufm . xjui b njy pg 
		  English country garden plants, famous South African indigenous plants 
		  like Clivia miniata, which do not naturally occur in the mountains but	
		  grow beautifully in the shade of the pine trees, along with Azaleas.
		  All  new introductions into the gardens are plants found in the 
		  Drakensberg and Lesotho which are famous around the world, but 
		  little known to South African gardeners.Take a garden walk, plants of 
		  interest have been marked.

WIFI		  WiFi is located in the main lounge, games room and conference 
JOUFSOFU 	 sppn/ Qbttxpse; +dbwfso+

OPO.TNPLJOH	Qmfbtf opuf uibu bmm pvs sppnt bsf opo.tnpljoh/ Gps tnplfst bti 	
		  usbzt bsf qspwjefe pvutjef uif Dbwf Cbs;



TEA & COFFEE Early morning tea and coffee is provided in your room. 
Qmfbtf kpjo vt jo uif Hbnft Sppn bu 22i11 boe 27i11 gps 
tea, coffee and a nibble.

UNDERFLOOR 
HEATING

Qmfbtf mppl gps uif voefsüpps ifbujoh dpouspm up bekvtu uif 
temperature in your room. During the Winter months it is advisable 
to close the curtains and bathroom door to insulate your room.

FIRE 
EVACUATION 
QSPDFEVSF

Jo uif fwfou pg b ûsf- tipvu GJSF bt mpve bt zpv dbo" Bmfsu zpvs 
ofjhicpvst/Uifo hbuifs bu uif dmptftu Gjsf Bttfncmz Qpjou . 
the Reception Lawn, the bottom Bowling Green, or the Workshop grass. 
Up bmfsu puifst- bdujwbuf uif ûsf bmbsnt xijdi bsf mpdbufe cfijoe sppn 
75- po uif tufqt ofbs sppn 9 boe bu uif xpsltipq/

EMERGENCY 
NUMBER

Jo uif fwfou pg bo fnfshfodz ejbm ,3847 549 7385 
PS ,3884 987 848: 0 ,3894 812 6535 gspn zpvs dfmm qipof/

QPXFS GBJMVSF In the event of a power failure please remain where you are. 
The generator will be started and the lights will come on again 
xjuijo 6 njovuft/

HLOLELA STORE Gps hjgut- upjmfusjft- txffut boe puifs sfrvjsfnfout; 
19i41.24i11 ' 25i11.27i41 ebjmz/

BAR SERVICE Xjof- nbmu boe dpme esjolt bsf po tbmf gspn 19i11 up 31i41 bu uif 
Activities Desk.The Cave Bar and Underground Wine Cellar operate 
from 12h00 to 23h00. 

THE 
UNDERGROUND 
WINE CELLAR

Qpq joup uif Dbwf Cbs boe wjtju uif Voefshspvoe Xjof Dfmmbs boe 
choose from a wonderful collection of SA wines at good value. 
Qmfbtf tfmfdu zpvs xijuf ps spt¯ xjof fbsmz tp uibu ju dbo cf dijmmfe/

QBDLFE 
LUNCHES

These can be ordered at the Activities Desk up until 20h00 the day 
cfgpsf sfrvjsfe boe tipvme cf dpmmfdufe gspn uijt eftl bu 19i41/

LIBRARY There is a selection of books for loan, swap or purchase in the 
Quiet Lounge and Hlolela Store.

LAUNDRY 
SERVICE

Bwbjmbcmf gspn Npoebz up Gsjebz< sfhsfu op tfswjdf po Qvcmjd ipmjebzt 
boe pwfs xfflfoet/ Qmfbtf iboe zpvs mbvoesz boe mjtu up Sfdfqujpo 
cfgpsf 1:i11/ Po sfrvftu- bo jspo boe jspojoh cpbse xjmm cf efmjwfsfe 
up zpvs sppn/ Qmfbtf ep opu jspo po uif dbsqfut/

QMBZSPPN ' 
NANNY SERVICE

Children under 7 years eat meals early in the children’s dining room. 
Oboojft bsf bwbjmbcmf; 18i41 . 1:i41- 23i41 . 25i41 ' 28i41 . 31i41/ 
Enquire at the Activities Desk to arrange a nanny outside these times.
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Fokpz usfbunfout cz rvbmjûfe uifsbqjtut xijmf pwfsmppljoh uif bodjfou gfso gpsftu/ 
It’s the ideal spot to unwind and restore in peaceful surroundings. 

We’re environmentally and socially responsible, so we stock Esse, a South African, 
organic skincare range.Treatments include hot stone massages, facials and a host of 
body grooming options.

ETIQUETTE Qmfbtf sftqfdu uif qfbdf boe qsjwbdz pg puifs hvftut/ Ljoemz 
bssjwf 26 njovuft cfgpsf zpvs bqqpjounfou boe csjoh pqfo 
shoes for pedicures. Times quoted include changing into and 
out of treatment gowns. 

QPMJDJFT If you arrive late, your appointment will be completed in the 
bmmpdbufe ujnf boe uif gff sfnbjot ûyfe/

CHILDREN Children are welcome under parental supervision.

GIFT VOUCHERS Gift vouchers can be bought at reception.

CANCELLATIONS Qmfbtf sftdifevmf ps dbodfm 35 ipvst cfgpsf zpvs bqqpjounfou/ 
Failing this, you will be charged in full should we not be able 
up ûmm zpvs tmpu/
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Fokpz b sbohf pg usfbunfout xijdi jodmvef uiftf gpsftu gbwpvsjuft<

SIGNATURE TREATMENT

FOREST FULL 
BODY 
MASSAGE 

A blend of techniques, working from the top of your 
head to the tips of your toes, releases tension and increases 
cmppe üpx- mfbwjoh zpv fofshjtfe boe jowjhpsbufe/ 
86 njot

FOREST FOOT 
MASSAGE

A refreshing soak exfoliation and relaxing massage 
conditions neglected feet and nourishes dry skin. 
30 mins

ESSE CLASSIC 
FACIAL

A fully customisable experience with advanced pre- and 
probiotics to improve the microbial mix on skin.
66 njot

FTTF QSPCJPUJD
FACIAL

A fully customisable experience with live probiotics to shift 
and rebalance your microbiome.
96 njot

ESSE 
HYDRA RESCUE
FACIAL

A fully customisable experience to intensely hydrate and 
sfevdf joübnnbupsz tljo
96 njot

FOREST 
RELAXATION 
QBDLBHF

• Foot Massage 
• Back Massage 
• Express Facial 
2/6 ist

Manicures, pedicures and grooming treatments are available too.

Tp xijmf zpvs cpez fokpzt uif qiztjdbm qmfbtvsft pg dbsf boe dpttfujoh- mfu zpvs 
tqjsju üz gsff jo pvs gbcvmpvt gpsftu/
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The spectacular Drakensberg Mountains took their place on the international stage 
with the proclaiming of the 24 3 000 hectare Drakensberg Park in December 2002 
as a World Heritage Site. Of all the World Heritage Sites only 22 have qualified, 
as the Drakensberg has done, on both cultural and natural criteria - a truly great 
achievement. International recognition was granted in acknowledgement of the area's 
unique richness of biological diversity, its natural beauty and its masterpieces of human 
creative genius in the form of Bushman rock paintings - the world's greatest collection 
of rock art.The area is home to over 2153 species of plants and 298 species of birds 
with a large number endemic.There are 48 species of mammals to be found. 

AMPHITHEATRE 
ASCENT 2930m 

THETUGELA 
GORGE TRAIL 

ALL OUT 
ADVENTURE 
CENTRE 

A full day outing and we encourage hikers to leave us by 06h30. 
Drive 120km to the Sentinel Car Park - toll and hiking fees 
payable. Hike via the zig-zags and contour path to the chain 
ladders. Up the ladders and descend to the top of the Tugela 
Falls (983m) for a picnic lunch. Return home via the Chain 
Ladders or the Gulley 

Drive across to the Royal Natal National Park (25km) 
and through to the Thendele Car Park. An entrance fee is 
payable at the gate. Hike from the car park along the 
Tugela River on a fairly easy gradient to the Tugela Gorge 
(7km to the Gorge, I 630m).The energetic can continue 
boulder hopping up to the base of the Tugela Falls. Picnic lunch 
at the Gorge. 

Sharing extraordinary experiences with everyone. 
Just 7km down the road visit the Centre of Adventure -
paint ball, quad biking, tree-top cable tour; king swing, zip line, 
bungee bounce and tea garden with kiddies play area. 

AMPHITHEATRE HIKE 
& CHAIN LADDERS 
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DRAKENSBERG 
BOYS CHOIR 

GAME VIEWING 

BATTLEFIELDS 

BUSHMAN 
PAINTINGS 

HORSE RIDING 

FISHING 

GOLF 

DRAKENSBERG 
STORAGE 
SCHEME 

MOUNTAIN 
BIKING & TRAIL 
RUNNING 

CANNIBALS 
PARKRUN 

Situated in the nearby Champagne Valley (about an hour's drive), 
is a world famous choir. Concerts most Wednesday afternoons during 
the school term - booking is essential. Contact no: 036 468 IO 12 

Visit Spioenkop Nature Reserve, a round trip of 200 km, entrance 
fee payable, for excellent birding, self-drive game viewing for giraffe, 
eland, zebra, white rhino, kudu, red hartebeest, etc. No lion or elephant 
Rudimentary picnic sites. 
Nambiti Private Game Reserve provides a Big 5 experience. Day visits 
are allowed at certain lodges. 

Visit Spioenkop Dam battlefield sites, a round trip of 150 km. A self­
guided trail booklet is available for sale from the KZN Wildlife guard. 
While exploring the Battlefields take along a hat, comfortable walking 
shoes, an umbrella, drinking water and sunscreen. 

Walk from The Cavern to Lone Rock (an afternoon guided walk 
can be arranged). Or; at the Royal Natal National Park, hire a guide 
at the bridge (well signposted). An entrance fee and guide charge 
is payable.This is a community project for the local people of 
amaZizi Village. 

Book at the desk for pony rides, beginner; intermediate and out-rides. 

Own fishing tackle required. Purchase your permit from the Activities 
Desk. Mountain dams are stocked with trout annually. Darter Dam is 
more suitable for family fishing, recently stocked with Tilapia. 

There is a 9-hole course at Hlalanathi just 9 km down the road. 
Also a championship 18-hole course at Champagne Sports. 

This power station is a joint venture between Eskom and the 
Department of Water Affairs in the transfer of water from the Tugela for 
use in Gauteng.AII installations are underground. The four reversible 
pump turbines, situated 156m below ground, generate I 000MW of 
electricity for the national grid. Discover how a power station works 
by joining the guided tour. Enquire at the Activities Desk. 

80kms of marked MTB trails, departing from The Cavern and 
meandering through the valley making this a runner and riders dream. A 
range of terrain and options for all abilities. Passes are available from 
Reception and help with the upkeep of trails on the adjacent farms. 

8am each Saturday, joining Lizzie and her team of volunteers at Cannibals 
for a Parkrun. I km from the entrance of the Royal Natal National Park. 

,3847 579 2123/
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The early European settlers who used The Cavern were woodcutters.They exploited 
theYellowwood, Stinkwood and other timbers that were used for the mining industry 
boe dbsqfousz/ Mbufs gbsnt xfsf tvswfzfe joup 711ib up 2111ib mput/Wbsjpvt qfpqmf 
qvsdibtfe uifn boe sbo uifn jo dpokvodujpo xjui gbsnt jo uif ijhiwfme/Uiftf gbsnt 
were situated behind the mountains in the Free State.They ranched sheep and cattle 
and the sheep were brought down from the highveld to lamb in early spring.

Uif Dbwfso xbt psjhjobmmz b hsb{joh gbsn cvu jo uif 2:41t ju xbt cpvhiu cz Xbmufs 
Dpwfousz bgufs if sftjhofe ijt qptu bt Tvqfsjoufoefou pg uif Obubm Obujpobm Qbsl/ If 
continued cattle ranching here and started a small guest house, accommodating mostly 
gsjfoet if ibe nbef pwfs uif zfbst xijmf svoojoh uif Iptufm bu Obujpobm Qbsl/

Jo 2:52- Kvehf Uisbti cpvhiu Uif Dbwfso boe fnqmpzfe Svui boe Cjmm Dbsuf up svo 
it. His emphasis was more on the ranching side. Since the grazing was sour veld, the 
sbodijoh xbt votvddfttgvm/ Svui boe Cjmm efdjefe up cvz uif gbsn gspn uif Kvehf- 
recognising its potential as a Guest House.

Uif hvftu ipvtf dpvme bddpnnpebuf 26 qfpqmf jo uibudife spoebwfmt/ Cjmm tubsufe b 
quarry where, using his own explosives, he blasted sandstone for building.The blasted 
stone was transported to the main building site on a sleigh with oxen and later by Ford 
truck. None of the rooms had private bathrooms. The communal ladies room was 
known as “Venus Bath” and the gents was simply “The Gents”. The honeymoon suite 
was a romantic rondavel set away in the garden.
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OUR STORY 

The farm supplied fresh produce for the guest house. Farm animals often confronted guests 
bnpohtu uif cvjmejoht/ Mjgf xbt opu xjuipvu jut qspcmfnt; uifsf xbt op sfgsjhfsbujpo gps fmfw-
fo zfbst boe nfbu xbt tupsfe jo b xbufs dppmfs- kfmmz tfu jo cpxmt dbsfgvmmz qmbdfe bu uif fehf 
of the stream.

B Qfmupo xiffm- xijdi xbt mpdbufe joUif Hmfo xifsf zpv xjmm opx ûoe uif usbnqpmjof- qspwje-
ed minimal electric power to light the farm house. Bill installed a small diesel power generator, 
cvu pomz jo 2:87 xbt Ftlpn qpxfs bwbjmbcmf/ Gps nboz zfbst uif xbufs svoxbz epxo uif 
npvoubjo xbt uif pomz xbufs tvqqmz gps uif ipvtf/ ïSipeftjbo Cpjmfstð )55 hbmmpo pjm esvnt 
tvtqfoefe pwfs bo pqfo ûsf* qspwjefe ipu xbufs up uif svejnfoubsz bcmvujpo cmpdlt/

Evening entertainment included games of wit and action, favourites being charades and carpet 
cpxmt/Uif Tbuvsebz ojhiu ebodf xbt b ijhimjhiu" B sbejphsbn qpxfsfe xjui bo fyufotjpo dbcmf 
through the lounge window to a car battery was used for music.

Jo uif 2:81t- Qfufs boe Bouipoz Dbsuf- uppl vq uif dibmmfohf pg iptqjubmjuz xjui uifjs dbqbcmf 
xjwft- Sipob ' Kfbo/Uifz hsfx ju gspn b tnbmm hvftu gbsn up b uisjwjoh sftpsu boe cz uif 2:91t 
Uif Dbwfso xbt jo gvmm.txjoh" Ipmjebzt xfsf bcpvu nbljoh ofx gsjfoet- ijljoh fwfsz npvoubjo 
and ending each day with a little activity in the evening. It was good fun and a great place for 
their seven offspring to grow up. In 2000 a new opportunity presented itself and Anthony and 
his family moved to Montusi Mountain Lodge and have since developed All Out Adventures.

The Cavern and Sungubala Eco Camp are now run by the 3rd generation, Hilton & Megan 
Bedingham and Lesley Carte.
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ïSvui- nz ebsmjoh- J qmfb bt ofwfs cfgpsf; Qvu zpvs usvtu jo nf- nbssz nf boe cf nz 
mate in building up a home and a farm second-to-none in South Africa.” Bill Carte

“My father loved to take us for afternoon tea in the Fern Forest or at the Natural 
Qppm/ Ju xbt nptumz kvtu uif gbnjmz boe b tqfdjbm ujnf/ Xfòe nblf b ûsf- cpjm uif ufb jo b 
big black kettle and have it with milk and crunchies.Then we’d bury the tins with sugar 
and tea in the ground.” Ros Rintoul

ïCbdl uifo fwfszuijoh xbt b cbuumf;Uifz mjufsbmmz ibe up ejh uif tupof pvu pg uif 
mountain to build this place.They started creating it, and then Bill died... She stayed on 
boe xpslfe efufsnjofemz up gvmûmm ijt wjtjpo/ð Loretta Mecklenborg

ïJo 2:6: Svui sfqmbdfe uif uibudife sppg boe sfibtife uif joufsjps pg uif foujsf 
main building.The huge 7-metre long treated poles ordered were described on the 
sbjmxbz dpotjhonfou opuf bt ïgfodjoh qptutð jotufbe pg sppûoh qpmft/ Tif xbt dsbguz- 
knowing that building materials had a higher railway tariff than farming materials.The 
sbjmxbz tubujponbtufs btlfe jg tif xbt qmboojoh po gbsnjoh hjsbggft"ð Anthony Carte

“It was during Gogo Ruth’s era and there wasn’t going to be enough lamb for dinner. 
To skirt the shortage, they described it as “Roast Knuckle of Ram” on the menu, and 
bt qsfejdufe- wfsz gfx hvftut psefsfe ju- mfbwjoh kvtu fopvhi gps uif gbnjmz up uvdl jo 
boe fokpz/ð Lesley Carte

“In the old days, guests would bring their own booze, write their name on it and stick 
ju jo uif gsjehf/ Cbdl uifo- ju bmtp vtfe up cf wfsz ejgûdvmu up hfu ifsf- tp hvftut ufoefe 
to stay for longer periods.” Murray Carte

“We’re blessed to live here, and thanks to the pioneering spirit of my parents, we’ve 
been able to live an incredible lifestyle and share The Cavern’s natural heritage with 
others.” Peter Carte

ïQfpqmf dpnf cbdl upUif Dbwfso gps nboz sfbtpot- cvu J uijol uif npvoubjot 
call them back. When you get home after the morning hike, you’ve accomplished 
something without even realizing you went out to accomplish something. It’s a good 
way to grow your soul.” Lindsay du Plessis

Bill Carte, founding grandfather    The young Carte children: Rosalind, David, Peter and Anthony.
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Sftfswf- hb{fuufe po uif 29ui Bqsjm 3135- L[Oòt ofxftu Obuvsf Sftfswf/

The establishment of the NDNR is a truly collaborative effort, representing the sweat 
and toil of various actors, ranging from small private landowners all the way to the 
World Wildlife Fund. It also represents a giant leap ahead in the consolidation of various 
tracts of the Drakensberg into a single conservation corridor, linking Sterkfontein 
Obuvsf Sftfswf jo uif Gsff Tubuf xjui uif vLibimbncb0Nbmpuj Esblfotcfsh Qbsl jo 
Lxb[vmv.Obubm- uif mbuufs bmtp cfjoh b Xpsme Ifsjubhf Tjuf/

Cspbemz tqfbljoh- uif qvsqptft pg uif OEOS bsf up )j* dpotfswf bojnbm tqfdjft 
boe ibcjubut- )jj* foibodf sfhjpobm xbufs tfdvsjuz- )jjj* qsftfswf uif bsfbòt sjdi dvmuvsbm 
ifsjubhf- boe )jw* gvsuifs tpdjp.fdpopnjd vqmjgunfou jo uif mpdbm dpnnvojuz/

Uif Dbwfso jt b tjhojûdbou tjuf pg dpotfswbujpo cfdbvtf pg jut;.

MBOETDBQF	 Uif Dbwf Tboetupof dmjggt sfqsftfou b eftfsu qfsjpe xifo uijt
 		  whole area was part of the prehistoric super-continent Gondwana.

NATURAL 	 The Fern Forest is a very good example of Afromontane forest
COMMUNITIES	 that spread here from the highlands of East Africa during the wetter
		  periods in the last million years. It is exceptionally rich in trees, with
		  pwfs 71 tqfdjft opufe tp gbs/ Uijsuz.ûwf pg uiftf bsf foefnjd up
 		  South Africa, showing that speciation has occurred since the parent
		  forest retreated back to East Africa.

		  Qspufb xppemboe jt wfsz xfmm sfqsftfoufe- boe jt uif pomz ibcjubu
		  uibu tvqqpsut uif foefnjd Hvsofzòt Tvhbscjse/ Qspufbt bsf bmtp
		  Gondwana relics, with near relatives in Australia and South America.

SBSF TQFDJFT	 Bnpoh uif sbsf cjset bsf uif Ibmgdpmmbsfe Ljohûtifs- Cbme Jcjt- Cmbdl 
		  Stork, Secretary Bird, Martial Eagle, Lammergeyer and Cape Vulture; 
		  mammals include the Mountain Reedbuck, Vaal Rhebuck, Brown 
		  Izbfob boe Tfswbm/ Gpvs sbsf üpxfst bsf gpvoe ifsf< Scilla natalensis, 
		  Disperis fanniniae, Eucomis autumnalis and Protea dracomontana. 
		  The Berg Bamboo is another very rare plant, found in only a few 
		  places in the Drakensberg.

ENDEMIC 	 Endemics are those species found only in South Africa, sometimes
TQFDJFT		 pomz jo uif Esblfotcfsh/ Npsf uibo 31 cjset bsf foefnjd- jodmvejoh 
		  the Fiscal Flycatcher, Bush Blackcap, Chorister Robin, Cape Rock 
		  Thrush, Bokmakierie, Swee Waxbill, Forest Canary, Cape Weaver, 
		  Cape white-eye, Cape Batis, Southern Boubou, and the Greater 
		  and Lesser Doublecollared Sunbirds, all of which can be seen in the 
		  garden. The most important endemic animal is the Drakensberg 
		  Exbsg Dibnfmfpo- dpnnpo ifsf- zfu dpoûofe foujsfmz up uif
 		  Drakensberg.
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The existence of so many paintings, representing an ancient culture, is a matter of 
fortune. All of the Drakensberg paintings are on Cave Sandstone, a rock custom-built 
for the purpose. It erodes in a way that produces weatherproof overhangs – few 
are real caves.The sandstone is porous so that paint applied will sink in and does 
not peel off.

The age of the paintings is open to speculation, but the newest are generally 
dpotjefsfe up cf bcpvu 241 zfbst pme- boe tpnf bt pme bt 611 zfbst/Wfsz mjlfmz uif 
Drakensberg Bushmen and their art are much older than this.

Like most art this has a distinctive style, perhaps combining the attitude of the artists 
and what was considered fashionable. Its greatest value is that it is a picture book of 
uif qbtu/ Cfdbvtf nboz pg uif qjduvsft bsf pg dmfbsmz sfdphojtbcmf tvckfdut- xf dbo 
place a lot of trust into other pictures.

Uif nbkpsjuz pg qjduvsft bsf pg bojnbmt/ Ifsf bhbjo- bojnbmt qpsusbzfe uibu bsf 
qsftfou upebz bdu bt wfsjûdbujpo pg qjduvsft pg bojnbmt uibu bsf opu/ Mfpqbset bsf sbsf 
in the Berg today, but may have been more common in the past. The eland must have 
been the favourite animal of the Bushmen. Eland pictures outnumber those of all 
other animals put together. Something all the eland pictures have in common is the 
exaggeration of those qualities so typical of the eland, its huge neck and shoulders. To 
emphasise the point the legs are made small and weedy. Two other Berg antelopes 
are often portrayed; the red hartebeest and the vaal rhebok. It is interesting to note 
that the blesbok is never painted, evidence that it never occurred in the Berg. It is 
not obvious why not, for it is a highland dweller common not far away. But recent 
attempts to introduce it failed; the Bushmen had it right.

Bushman paintings also illustrate a host of animals not found in the Berg today. We 
ibwf up cfmjfwf uibu uifz xfsf uifsf/Uif pddvssfodf pg fmfqibout jt dpoûsnfe cz 
the recent discovery of elephant bones, probably 200 years old, at Giant’s Castle. 
Lions, rhinos and antbears are also depicted; they would have come up from the 
lowlands during the warm summers.The end of most of these animals in the Berg 
came with the extravagant hunting of big game by the colonials in the nineteenth 
century and their settling of the migration route. Realistic battle scenes are often 
depicted and from this we can deduce that life was not all peace and harmony; 
nbo ibt bmxbzt gpvhiu pwfs uif cftu uijoht"  Uif qpsusbzbm pg uif ivnbo ûhvsft 
shares a characteristic with the animal paintings – lifelike, but not exactly true to life. 
Distinctive features are emphasised. 

It is a great sadness that Bushmen art will not last forever, at least not in situ. It is up 
to us to preserve it.

David Johnson
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Our vision at the Royal Drakensberg Education Trust is to transform rural 
communities through quality education initiatives, by offering a range of age 
bqqspqsjbuf pqqpsuvojujft/ Xf tusjwf up fotvsf uibu dijmesfo cfofûu gspn uif wfsz 
best start in life by not only developing them but also their teachers and carers. 
Xf ep uijt uispvhi pvs Qsjnbsz Tdippm- pvs Qsftdippm tvqqpsu boe CbczCpptu 
jojujbujwft;

ROYAL 		 Offers quality education to over 130 children from the year they 
ESBLFOTCFSH 	uvso 5 zfbst pme up Hsbef 5/ Uif tdippm bmtp qspwjeft rvbmjuz usbjojoh 
QSJNBSZ 	 boe fevdbujpo up jut ufbdifst boe tubgg- bt xfmm bt pwfs 811 fyusb
SCHOOL 	 mural activities. Internships at Royal Drakensberg support local 
		  teachers and improve teaching practice.

LIBOZJTFMB	 Xf tvqqpsu 31 qsftdippmt jo pvs dpnnvojuz )bspvoe 911 dijmesfo* 
QSPKFDU	 jo uifjs bddftt up jnqspwfe qsf.qsjnbsz fevdbujpo- jodmvejoh uif 
		  provision of daily meals, infrastructure improvements, teacher 
		  training and development, and reading programmes.

CBCZCPPTU	 Xf jnqbdu dmptf up 41 npuifst boe uifjs cbcjft gspn 5 npouit 
		  up dijmesfo pg bcpvu 29 npouit fbdi zfbs uispvhi b qsphsbnnf
 		  designed to enhance carer knowledge and interaction with their
	  	 mjuumf dijmesfo jo uif ûstu 2 111 ebzt boe cz qspwjejoh sftpvsdft gps 
		  early childhood development.

Cbtfe po uif SEFUòt  Uifpsz pg Dibohf xf bjn up qspwjef uif gpmmpxjoh pvudpnft;
• Children are better prepared for their next phase of Education
• Norms and standards in Education in rural South Africa are improved
Æ SEFU cfofûdjbsjft sfbmjtf uif qpxfs pg qpttjcjmjuz
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This advice is aimed at environmental care. Ignoring the precautions below could lead 
to permanent damage to the environment. 

PATHS 

FIRES 

LITTER 

FLOWERS 

ROCK ART 

ROCKS 

EQUIPMENT 
AND SAFETY 

There is a wel I established network of paths. A map of these 
is available. Please keep to these paths. Short cuts can lead 
to danger spots; they also add to soil erosion. 

Controlled fires are a necessary part of management, but the 
use of this "tool" is very carefully considered and monitored. 
Uncontrolled fires can be devastating.A small fire to cook on 
or a carelessly discarded match or cigarette can cause untold 
damage to vegetation and small creatures, even endangering 
human life. No fires or firewood collecting are permitted. 

Litter is unsightly and causes harm to the environment. All litter 
must be carried out with you, and should not be buried. 

The spring flowers in the Drakensberg are magnificent, 
although flowers may be found throughout the year. It may 
be tempting to pick flowers but by doing so you will deprive 
someone else of the pleasure of seeing them - it is a serious 
offence to pick wild flowers. 

The Bushmen who left us graphic accounts of their way of life 
are long gone and their art is irreplaceable. Wetting the 
paintings may reduce their life, while disfiguring them means 
they are gone forever. Rock art is unique and can only be found 
in a few places, so treasure it. 

Some people are tempted to roll rocks down hills.This is 
extremely dangerous and, in addition to endangering the lives 
of others, it can damage vegetation and even start erosion. 

For your safety, please complete the register at Reception 
when walking without a guide. Comfortable, light weight walking 
shoes are recommended. Always ensure that you have ample 
warm clothing for cold and wet weather. The Berg weather is 
very unpredictable. Protection from the sun is vital. Drink plenty 
of fluids always ensuring you are adequately hydrated . 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
Closest hospital - 45 minutes via Oliviershoek 

Pass Busamed Harrismith - ,3858 624 3000
Cnr Alexandra & Vowe Street, Harrismith, 9880 
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On Discovering a Fire
Shout ‘Fire’ and wake up your neighbours.
Fwbdvbuf uif cvjmejoh- dmptjoh bmm eppst cfijoe zpv boe sfqpsu up pof pg uif Bttfncmz Qpjout/ 
Dbmm ,3847 5497385 0 ,3884 987848: 0 ,3894 8126835 up sbjtf uif bmbsn/ 

On Hearing the Fire Alarm
Fwbdvbuf uif cvjmejoh jnnfejbufmz boe sfqpsu up pof pg uif Bttfncmz Qpjout/
Do not wait to collect personal belongings.
Close all doors on the way out.
Do not re-enter the building until the person in charge has taken a roll call and declared the building safe.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
For your safety and that of the other guests, we would remind you that smoking is not permitted 

your room and that you make sure that all electrical items are unplugged when you are not in the room.

The Gas Fireplace - Instructions
To switch on: Qvti jo lopc boe uvso boujdmpdlxjtf up mjhiu uif qjmpu übnf/ Ipme jo lopc up xbsn qjmpu mjhiu 
op{{mf gps 41 tfdpoet/ Sfmfbtf lopc boe uvso boujdmpdlxjtf up mjhiu uif ûsf/Bekvtu uif übnf bgufs 26 njovuft/

Qvti jo lopc boe uvso dmpdlxjtf/
Important safety Information: Ofwfs mfbwf uif ûsf vobuufoefe/ Gps zpvs pxo tbgfuz- uvso pgg xijmf
sleeping or out of the room.
BEWARE: Chimney and other metal parts reach extreme temperatures, and remain hot long after the 

For your safety, CO2 detectors are in each suite.



@cavern.drakensberg


